 

PSIGE National Committee Meeting 
20th January 2011
 
Dear Geographical Group Convenors
 
A very happy new year to you all!  I hope that 2011 started well and continues to be healthy and productive.  After a short bout of ‘lurgy’ during the first week of the year I am back to full speed and am looking forward to liaising with you over the course of the year.  The national committee met at the BPS offices in London in January with a very full agenda, the outcome of which I have attempted to summarise for you below.
 
PSIGE Website
 
I am now responsible for updating the website so if you have any additional contributions or suggestions for change please do contact me via the usual route.  Plans are still in place for developing a special interest page on driving and dementia, co-ordinated by PSIGE in the north east.  As before please contact Sarah Dexter-Smith with contributions.  Plans are also under way to develop an IAPT special interest page with links from the PSIGE, DCP and IAPT websites.  
 
BPS/DCP
 
The Membership Services Unit of the BPS is proposing that all CPD events hosted by its faculties have a common pricing structure.  The committee will discuss how this affects the pricing of PSIGE events, and what flexibilities are required.  The DCP would like all faculties to host their conference with the DCP Annual Conference in Oxford in 2012.  The national committee is concerned that the registration fee and generic nature of the conference would not be attractive to PSIGE members.  Further discussions will take place with the DCP on this proposal.  Peter Kinderman is the new Chair of the DCP and Don will become DCP Treasurer on 1st April 2011. 
 
Membership
 
I will be sending a list of GG membership to convenors in the near future for confirmation of accuracy.  It is intended that this updated list will be useful for the purpose of cross referencing to differentiate members and non-members when receiving payment for local CPD events.  The committee also intends to update the information pack for convenors in order to help clarify the role and likely workload involved.  You will also receive an updated newsletter/conference rota for your information.
 
Finances
 
BPS has informed us that only 9 GGs have set up accounts with the DCP following transferral of PSIGE membership to the BPS.  Could you please help us clarify this (or otherwise!) by confirming if you have transferred your funds, how much money you transferred and whether or not you have received a bank statement yet.  As ever, if you have any specific queries re finances please contact Becci Dow, PSIGE Treasurer (Rebecca.Dow@wales.nhs.uk) .
 
 
 
Training and Development Sub-committee
 
A number of CPD events are arranged for the coming months: 29th March, MCI day in Newcastle; 10th June, Neurodegenerative disorders at London Voluntary Research Centre (joint PSIGE and DoN event), please see PSIGE website for further details.  The Training and Development Sub Committee is losing a number of its members this year due to changing roles.  This is an important and active group which makes a real contribution to the needs of our members – if anyone is interested in becoming part of it, please forward expressions of interest to me and I’ll pass on to the relevant people.   
 
Age Equality 
 
You should have already received a document forwarded by me from Polly Kaiser requesting evidence of innovative practice in relation to age equality.  The email includes a template for guidance and responses should be submitted by 21st February.  In addition a document will be accessible via the PSIGE website in the near future to help inform equality leads about the importance of age equality.  More information on age equality can be found at www.southwest.nhs.uk/age-equality .
 
            Directory of Neuropsychological Tests
 
Anyone who is interested in contributing to a working group the purpose of which is the development of a directory of neuropsychological tests is asked to contact Cath Burley.  Note that the emphasis is on demographic and domain data rather than guidance re testing.
 
            Briefing Paper 5: Workforce Planning
 
The committee has had a request to update BPS briefing paper 5 on Workforce Planning.  It is thought this might be more appropriately pursued next year to build on the work of the IAPT and dementia workstreams this year, with acknowledgement that a document based on pathways, skills mix and the contribution of psychology may be more persuasive to commissioning bodies.
 
PSIGE Conference 2011

This year's conference is being hosted by PSIGE Scotland and will take place in Glasgow on the 16th and 17th June 2011.  There will be two parts to the conference - a half day workshop on the afternoon of Thursday 16th June, and a full day conference on Friday 17th June.  The workshops will be facilitated by Dr Deborah Lee ("Using Compassion Focused Therapy to work with Shame and Self-Attack") and Dr Andres Losada ("ACT for Dementia Caregivers").  The conference programme is focussed on broadening clinical knowledge and skills relating to a wide range of issues (both functional and organic) relevant to working with older people.  Keynote speeches will be given by Dr Ken Laidlaw and Professor Linda Clare.  Delegates will be able to choose whether they wish to attend one or both parts.  The cost to PSIGE members is as follows:  Workshop & Conference (early bird) £145;  Workshop only £50;  Conference only (early bird) £95  (after 21st April this will rise to £120).  FURTHER DETAILS WILL BE IN THE FLYER AND BOOKING FORM WHICH WILL BE CIRCULATED SHORTLY.
 
IAPT
 
Kevin Jarman, Operations and Delivery Lead from the IAPT programme, attended the meeting to discuss IAPT and older people.  IAPT is being extended to older people (in addition to children, long term conditions and SEMI) and PSIGE has been asked to contribute to a commissioning guide for 2012/13 which will be produced in Sept/Oct 2011 advising on the primary features of a good IAPT service for older people.  Although IAPT services for older people will not be included in the Operating Framework, the requirement to develop IAPT services for older people will come from the Equalities Act which comes into force in April 2012.  Outcomes for PbR purposes focus on recovery, equality, return to employment/meaningful activity, and choice/satisfaction and it may be helpful for evaluation of older people’s IAPT services to reflect the same.   
 
In the first instance Kevin would like PSIGE to gather data on:
· Who’s already doing IAPT for older people? 

· What are the features of a good quality IAPT service for older people?  
· What is the best way to evaluate an IAPT for older people’s service? 

· What are the benefits both financially and for older people.  
· What training is required to take this forward?
This information is being collated by Julia Boot and Louise Bergin so please send any relevant information to them.  Some national advisors are meeting with representatives of PSIGE in Feb/March following which more information will be provided on the nature of the data required.  Final products should be submitted by July/Aug.
 
Good Practice Guidance: Alternatives to Anti-psychotic Medication in Dementia
 
John Hanna, Director of Policy Unit (DCP) attended to discuss the development of BPS good practice guidance in relation to alternatives to the use of anti-psychotic medication in dementia.  It was acknowledged that while NICE guidance provides minimal information, psychologists have researched in this field for a long time.  Consensus was that it would be useful for PSIGE to help raise awareness of alternatives to medication at a time when interest is raised by pulling together existing work into a short document to which DoH, commissioners and carers can refer.  It was also acknowledged that one multi-party document with contributions from eg GPs, RCP, BPS and the third sector would be most powerful.  Don Brechin will be attending a meeting with Alistair Burns (National Clinical Director for Dementia) and other stakeholders in early February to discuss the development of good practice guidelines in this area.
 
National Committee
For those of you who don’t know, Don will be leaving as Chair of PSIGE at the AGM in June and Cath Burley will be stepping into his shoes (so to speak).  Don will become Treasurer of the DCP from 1st April.  
 
If you have any queries about the information above, please do get in touch with me on Mhairi.Donaldson@nhs.net and I will do my best to answer or at least pass your query on to someone who can.  In the meantime, happy February!
 
Best wishes
 
Mhairi
 
(Mhairi Donaldson, PSIGE membership liaison secretary)
 
